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What is the applicable legislation ?

Directive 94/3
- Harmful organisms 

(Notifications)
- EUROPHYT

PLANT HEALTH

Regulation 2016/2031
+ Implementing Regulations

- New Plant Health Law 

Applicable since
14 December 2019

Regulation 852/2004
- Food hygiene

CONTROLS

Regulation 2017/625 
+ Implementing  Regulations

- Official Controls
- Import regime

Applicable since
14 December 2019

Regulation 178/2002
- Responsibilities
- Traceability
- Import regime
- Emergency measures
- RASFF

Regulation 2019/1381
- More transparency
- Access to studies
- Risk communication

Applicable on
27 March 2021

GENERAL
FOOD LAW

Regulation 396/2005
- Pesticides MRL

Regulation 315/93
- Contaminants

Regulation 2073/2205
- Microbiological 

criteria

FOOD SAFETY
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The New EU Official Controls Regulation (OCR)

Regulation (EU) 2017/625 
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Harmonised approach across
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Risk-based approach
to controls

Efficient performance 
of controls

Transparency of
control results
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The New EU Official Controls Regulation (OCR)

Regulation (EU) 2017/625 

Controls must be performed:
- "regularly, 
- on a risk basis and 
- with appropriate frequency"

Taking into account:

Own controls
Private quality

schemes

Operators’
past

records

Harmonised approach across
the food supply chain

Risk-based approach
to controls

Efficient performance 
of controls

Transparency of
control results
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The New EU Official Controls Regulation (OCR)

Regulation (EU) 2017/625 

Official controls shall be carried out in a manner that the 
administrative burden and operational disruption for 

operators are kept to the minimum necessary

Harmonised approach across
the food supply chain

Risk-based approach
to controls

Efficient performance 
of controls

Transparency of
control results
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The New EU Official Controls Regulation (OCR)

Regulation (EU) 2017/625 

Harmonised approach across
the food supply chain

Risk-based approach
to controls

Efficient performance 
of controls

Transparency of
control results
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The New EU Official Controls Regulation (OCR)

Regulation (EU) 2017/625 

General Principles Articles 1 – 15

Subject matter, scope & definitions, Competent Authorities general requirements 

Sector Specific Requirements Articles 16 – 27

e.g. Products of animal origin, residues, animal welfare, plant health, GMOs, plant protection products, organic 
production, new risks

Common Provisions  - Articles 142 – 167

Art. 28–33 

Delegation of 
tasks

Art. 34–42

Sampling, analyses, 
tests + Diagnoses

Art. 43– 76 

IMPORT 
CONTROLS

Art. 77-91 
Financing OC + 

official 
certification

Art. 102–108

Administrative Assistance 

+ Cooperation 

Art. 92-101 

EURLs 

EURCs

Art. 109-115

Planning + 
Reporting

Art. 116–124

Commission 
Controls

Art. 130

Training (BTSF) 

Art. 131–136

IMSOC

Art. 137– 141

Enforcement

Art. 125-129 

CONDITIONS
FOR ENTRY
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EU  ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

CONDITIONS
FOR ENTRY

CONTROLS
AT ENTRY

To be met
prior to 
dispatch 

Carried out
at arrival
in the EU

EU Entry Requirements for Fruits & Vegetables
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Conditions for placing food on the market in the EU

Food imported into the EU for placing on the market within the EU

shall comply with:

➢ either the relevant requirements of EU food law,

➢ or conditions recognised by the EU to be at least equivalent.

Exception : Organic production

Regulation 178/2002 – Article 11

(2022)

EU Entry Requirements for Fruits & Vegetables

In practice :
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Conditions for Entry
ANIMAL

PRODUCTS
PLANT

HEALTH
FOOD

SAFETY

Has the import country  have to be authorized 
to export to the EU?

YES NO NO

Do establishments have to be authorized 
(listed) to export to the EU?

YES NO NO

Is a health certificate necessary for entry in 
the EU?

YES YES* NO**

OPEN
SYSTEM

Animal Products    v Plant Products

EU Entry Requirements for Fruits & Vegetables

*  Except for: bananas, coconut, dates, durian and pineapple.
** Except in cases of emergency measures.
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Who controls ?

EU Entry Requirements for Fruits & Vegetables

Inspect
products

Issue the phytosanitary
certificate

Competent authorities 
of the non-EU

exporting country

NPPO

Verify documents
and inspect products

Issue the CHED-PP

Issue the CHED-D

Participate in RASFF

Competent authorities
of the EU Member 

State of importation

BCP
NPPO

European
Commission
DG SANTE

Audit team
SANTE-F

Perform system audits
of EU Member States and 

non- countries

Operate RASFF, EUROPHYT 
and AAC
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Documentary controls
Objective : Verify that the required documents (Health 
Certificate, bill of lading, etc.) are present.
Frequency : always (for each consignment)

Identity controls
Objective: Verify that the content and labelling of the consignment 
tally with the documents presented
Frequency :

Physical controls
Objective : Verify that the imported goods are meeting the applicable 
requirements of the EU food legislation
Frequency :

Food safety

Plant health

➢ Systematic for plant health
➢ Random for food safety (except in case of increased controls) 

➢ Systematic for plant health
➢ Random for food safety (except in case of increased controls) 

EU Entry Requirements for Fruits & Vegetables

What controls ?
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Food safety

EU Entry Requirements for Fruits & Vegetables

Increased Controls

❑ The temporary increases are laid down in Annex I of Regulation EU 2019/1793 
and they concern:
➢ the identity checks, and
➢ the physical checks. 

❑ A temporary increase of import controls may be necessary:
➢ due to a known or emerging risk (e.g. high number of RASFF alerts),
➢ or because there is evidence of widespread serious non-compliance with the 

EU agri-food chain legislation (e.g. as highlighted in an audit report from DG 
SANTE-F)

concerning certain goods, from certain non-EU countries, and in relation to 
a specific risk (hazard).

Regulation EU 2019/1793
Annex I

Increased controls
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Food safety

EU Entry Requirements for Fruits & Vege tables

Increased Controls

Regulation EU 2019/1793
Annex I

Increased controls
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Food safety

EU Entry Requirements for Fruits & Vegetables

Emergency measures

Regulation EU 2019/1793
Annex II

Increased controls

Each consignment of the food must be,
➢ identified with an identification code,
➢ accompanied by the results of sampling and analyses performed by the relevant 

competent authorities,
➢ accompanied by an official certificate (FFNAO in IMPORT module).



16

TRACES, eCertification and the IPPC ePhyto

TRACES: What is it?
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TRACES, eCertification and the IPPC ePhyto

TRACES: Worldwide presence



18TRACES : products

Certificates for
exporting to the EU

(issued by non-EU countries) 

Documents for
entering the EU

(issued by EU Member States) 

Hybrid 
documents 

Official certificate
for the export of
animals and animal 
products to the EU 

Official certificate
for the export of
plants and plant 
products to the EU 

Common Health
Entry Document
for live Animals

Common Health
Entry Document
for animal Products

Common Health
Entry Document
for Plant Products

Certificate Of Inspection
for import of products
from organic production
in the European Union

Licences for Forest
Law Enforcement, 
Governance and Trade
for import of timber

Certificate of inspection
for import of non Illegal,
Unreported or Unregulated
fishery products in the EU

Common Health
Entry Document
for food and feed of
non-animal origin

Mandatory use

18



19

TRACES, eCertification and the IPPC ePhyto

TRACES: Characteristics



20

TRACES, eCertification and the IPPC ePhyto

Operator
fills in
PART I
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TRACES, eCertification and the IPPC ePhyto

Authority
fills in
PART II
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TRACES, eCertification and the IPPC ePhyto

❖ TRACES connection to the IPPC ePhyto Hub was established on 12 May 2020, 
allowing the exchange of data between TRACES and non-EU  countries through 
the Hub.

❖ 10 non-EU countries are actively sending ePhytos to TRACES so far:

Argentina – USA – Morocco – Costa Rica – Chile

Mexico – Fiji – Samoa – Jamaica - Uganda

❖ Data exchange not yet activated (USA, Argentina, Morocco and New Zealand 
are the most advanced).

❖ TRACES can also receive ePhytos issued through a Generic ePhyto National 
System (GeNS).

TRACES and the IPPC ePhyto Hub
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TRACES, eCertification and the IPPC ePhyto

TRACES and the IPPC ePhyto Hub
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TRACES, eCertification and the IPPC ePhyto

Possibility to know in real 
time if a shipment has 
been rejected and the 

reasons for the rejection

In TRACES, phytosanitary 
requirements are always 
updated and will appear 
automatically according 
to the selected products

The electronic signature 
improves the reliability of 

the certificates

The entire system, including 
the electronic signature, is 

FREE

More efficient entry 
procedures (CHED-PP), 

easier imports 
into the EU

Advantages of TRACES using a national system
or a GeNS and the IPPC ePhyto Hub



25

TRACES, eCertification and the IPPC ePhyto

Get access to
EUROPHYT interceptions

concerning exports
from your country

Use both your National System or GeNS
and TRACES ! 
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TRACES, eCertification and the IPPC ePhyto

Get access to
the CHED-PP

concerning exports
from your country

Use both your National System or GeNS
and TRACES ! 
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TRACES, eCertification and the IPPC ePhyto

TRACES in times of COVID

(*) as modified by Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2020/714 of 28 May 2020
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Thank you!

For information contact:
Mr Vincent Andre – Director, AETS Thailand 

Email: vincent.andre@aets-consultants.com

Project managed by:
Service for Foreign Policy Instruments (FPI] European Commission
EEAS Building, (A Rond-Point Schuman, 1040 Brussels, Belgium
https://ec.Europa.eu/home_en

mailto:vincent.andre@aets-consultants.com
https://ec.europa.eu/home_en

